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CLERK’S REPORT JULY 2024

Great Oldbury Website https://www.greatoldbury-pc.gov.uk/

The Website is now up and running, with a nice aerial view of the Village; taken by a resident
using a drone who kindly agreed to the Council using it on the website. The Website is starting
to be populated with Council documentation; the Council is committed to being open and
transparent, so non-confidential information will be available. The website will be updated with
other useful information including a business directory and events in due course.

Councillor Details — The Members of Great Oldbury Parish Council now each have an official
email address which can be found on the website, along with their photo and details.
https://www.greatoldbury-pc.gov.uk/the-council

Planning Training — several of the Members attended a Planning Training seminar given by
Elisabeth Skinner MBE. The feedback on the training was positive and it will assist the
Members going forward with their role as Consultee to Planning Applications.

Planning Portal — Stroud District Council have now set up GOPC as a Consultee on their
Public Access Planning Portal. The Parish Council will get officially notified of any planning
application and an opportunity to comment on these. | recommend that anyone who wishes to
be informed of planning applications that affect Great Oldbury, that they register on the portal -
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/registration\Wizard.do?action=start

A Planning Report is produced each month for GOPC and is available on the website -
https://www.greatoldbury-pc.qgov.uk/planning-reports

Stroud District Council Charter — | have written to SDC to confirm that GOPC have adopted
the Charter and they have in turn confirmed that they have updated their records. All
Members will soon be provided with sign in details for their hub.

In Bloom - CliIr Brinkworth is keen to get a group set up for In Bloom. | recommend that this
is a Community Led group but with the full support of the Parish Council. | would recommend
that the Parish Council purchases the items needed, i.e. planters, watering facilities, plants etc
and then gifts them to the Group, as that way the Council can claim back the VAT. If the
Council decides to contract a handyman/groundman then they can also assist with any of the
work involved. | further recommend that the Community Group speak with the Stonehouse In
Bloom Group, for advice.



Council Vacancy the Council are in the process of recruiting a permanent Clerk/RFO/Proper
Officer, who should be in office within the next month.

Standish Village Hall have kindly permitted Great Oldbury Parish Council to hold their
meetings in their hall free of charge, in their words “to help out a neighbouring parish in need”.
The hall itself is well equipped and has plenty of space for Members of the public to attend
should they wish to.

NEW eligibility criteria: household

income up to £36,000

2 Great news, the eligibility for HUG has changed, the
household income limit is now up to £36,000. If you
were unable to apply due to household income

Apply for fully-funded restrictions before, now is your chance.
energy-saving

home improvements
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This scheme will provide:

v Expert survey, report and recommendations for your home
v Fully-funded energy-saving upgrades

v Improvements such as insulation, heating, renewables

v Support for you and your household at each step

Check your eligibility and apply here warmandwell.co.uk/upgrade or call 0800 500 3076

The Robin (Bus Service)

This service appears to be working well and has had good feedback from passengers.

It's an on-demand bookable bus service providing a link between Wotton, Kingswood and
Cam and Dursley station as well as giving access to Berkeley and Stonehouse.

The Robin is a local, friendly bookable bus service. Passengers search for their ideal journey
and book a pickup and drop off location that suits them.

It's £2 per journey and connects passengers with transport links such as bus stops or directly
to a location if there are no other transport options available.

Passengers can book by: Phone — 0345 263 8139 Web - The Robin | Gloucestershire
County Council App - search for The Robin

Pay in advance on card or with cash or card to the driver.



